
Newsletter article (Short Version)  
Audience: Providers/Authorized RHIO users 

 

Article Title: Important Changes to Substance Use Data through Rochester RHIO 

Are you an authorized user of Rochester RHIO? Do you use the query portal to search for patient 
information? Or, do you download RHIO records into your EHR? By March 31, 2019, Rochester RHIO will 
begin including specially protected substance use and behavioral health care data (SAMHSA, Part 2) in 
its health information exchange. With patient consent, authorized users and medical professionals will 
be able to view this data immediately in a patient’s record enabling better patient care. 

Responsible, secure sharing and use of this specially protected health information is a critical step in 
helping combat the opioid epidemic. 

Why does this matter to me? 
As an authorized user of patient information via the Rochester RHIO, it is important to understand your 
responsibility to be compliant with all relevant federal and state-required changes to Part 2 data 
delivery. 

What is SAMHSA, Part 2 data?    

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is a federal agency under 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. SAMHSA, or Part 2, data is a term that applies to 
any service received at a federally-assisted facility, provider, or clinic for the treatment of a substance 
use disorder or behavioral health care.  

What if I have additional questions? 
If you have additional questions about specially protected substance use or behavioral health 
information (Part 2 data), you can learn more by going to rochesterrhio.org.  

  

https://providerportal.grrhio.org/


Email Template 
Audience: Providers/Authorized RHIO users 

Dear Rochester RHIO Participant, 

We wanted to alert you to important changes being made to substance use data. By March 31, 
2019, Rochester RHIO will begin including specially protected substance use and behavioral health care 
data (SAMHSA, Part 2) in its health information exchange. With patient consent, authorized users and 
medical professionals will be able to view this data immediately in a patient’s record enabling better 
patient care. 

Responsible, secure sharing and use of this specially protected health information is a critical step in 
helping combat the opioid epidemic. 

Why does this matter to me? 
As an authorized user of patient information via the Rochester RHIO, it is important to understand your 
responsibility to be compliant with all relevant federal and state-required changes to Part 2 data 
delivery. 

What is SAMHSA, Part 2 data?   

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is a federal agency under 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. SAMHSA, or Part 2, data is a term that applies to 
any service received at a federally-assisted facility, provider, or clinic for the treatment of a substance 
use disorder or behavioral health care. 

What if I have additional questions? 
If you have additional questions about specially protected substance use or behavioral health 
information (Part 2 data), learn more by going to rochesterrhio.org. 

 


